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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Pennines Township.

Highways Service
Highways continue to support Pennines Township with their aims and objectives.  A 
number of schemes have been progressed since being commissioned by Township 
and work is due to start in the next couple of months on the two year highway 
maintenance programme. Work to refresh the road lining around Hollingworth Lake 
has been ordered and is due to start shortly.

Library Service
The library service review is now complete and awaiting comments from the 
portfolio holder and the Leader. 
The consultation survey was a great success with 703 people taking the time to 
complete it. The results were overwhelmingly positive with the majority of 
respondents in favour of keeping and expanding the service. 
We held a fines amnesty in February and the results are being shared with the 
Leader and Portfolio holder soon. 

A new Genealogy course started at Smallbridge on 30th April 10.30 – 11.30 which 
will help customers trace their family tree. 
Milnrow Library hosted ‘Walking the Pennine Way’ talk and slide show on Thurs 
19th April which was a great success.
A new Senior member of staff started at Smallbridge library at Easter – Deborah 
Ryan. She has already made some great changes to the branch and has many 
more planned. 
A trial is being run making all audiobooks free to lend by everyone and people are 
being encouraged to try a different way to enjoy their favourite authors.

Youth Service
The Mayors Youth Awards were an amazing success and Tuesday session at 
Milnrow youth group, who planned everything, were fantastic. Throughout the 
process they showed total commitment, were fair and unprejudiced during the 
award shortlisting and did an overall fantastic job. 
The Thursday Milnrow Group and Smallbridge young people have been discussing 
and learning about Ramadan. During discussions they expressed an interest in 

Plans are underway for this year’s Fit Feed and 
Read and Summer Reading Challenge and 
applications for Township funding have been  
approved.
World Book Day was held on 1st March, 
however, many events had to be postponed due 
to the heavy snowfall. Littleborough library held 
their event on Monday 5th March 



visiting a mosque. This resulted in a visit to Khizra Mosque in Manchester for a 
community Iftar event where they joined in with breaking fast, enjoying a lovely 
meal with members from the mosque. The young people commented on how 
welcome they felt and said that they had learned a lot about the Muslim faith and 
culture.
Primary schools throughout the Pennines (and the rest of the Borough!) have been 
taking part in the elections for the new Children’s Champion. Millie Connor, a pupil 
from Holy Trinity School, Littleborough was elected. George Holt the retiring 
Children’s Champion is from Littleborough Community Primary School and his 
Deputy Maisha Samiullah from Hamer Primary have had a very productive year.
Youth workers have been engaging young people through street based work in the 
Pennines. Discussions have been held with young people who are causing anti-
social behaviour at the tram stops; this is an ongoing piece of work which involves 
a number of partner agencies. 

Community News

Littleborough Food and Drink Festival
The festival, now in its fourth year, was again a huge success for Littleborough.  
The event attracted large numbers of people, local and from outside the area, 
putting Littleborough on the map and creating a thriving event for all to enjoy.  The 
festival brings together local businesses with mutual relationships and connections 
made and also the community comes together for a day of fun, food and 
entertainment. 

Milnrow and Newhey Districts Carnival 
The carnival celebrated its 50th Anniversary, the theme this year was the 60’s. 
Hundreds of people lined the streets to enjoy all 37 floats, the largest in a number 
of years. Lots of schools and local businesses took part in the parade, led from the 
front by Milnrow Brass Band. The procession returned to Milnrow Memorial Park for 
all to enjoy the full range of activities available including live music, paintballing and 
fairground rides. 

Tommy for Wardle
As part of the WW1 centenary, a ‘Tommy’ sculpture has been purchased for the 
community of Wardle. The sculpture is part of the There But Not There 2018 
Armistice Project for the charity Remembered.   

Councillor Amna Mir
Pennines Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township


